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The district also received two fire safe-
ty grants totaling $41,765 to update the 
fire detection system, install heat and 
smoke detectors and provide new wir-
ing in the building. 

Excellent schools do not just pop up 
like mushrooms after a rain. They are 
the product of vision, leadership, per-
sistence, and a tremendous amount of 
collaboration among local officials and 
concerned citizens. I salute the entire 
staff, administration, and governance 
in the Elk Horn-Kimballton Commu-
nity School District. In particular, I 
would like to recognize the leadership 
of the board of education—Tom Can-
non, Doug Parker, Mark Smith, Tamie 
Fahn and Kevin Petersen and former 
board members Don Christoffersen, 
Tom Wall, Mike Howard and Lori Rob-
ertson. I would also like to recognize 
superintendent Casey Berlau and 
former superintendent Alan Hjelle. 

As we mark the 10th anniversary of 
the Harkin school grant program in 
Iowa, I am obliged to point out that 
many thousands of school buildings 
and facilities across the United States 
are in dire need of renovation or re-
placement. In my State of Iowa alone, 
according to a recent study, some 79 
percent of public schools need to be up-
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is 
that the average age of school build-
ings in the United States is nearly 50 
years. 

Too often, our children visit ultra-
modern shopping malls and gleaming 
sports arenas on weekends, but during 
the week go to school in rundown or 
antiquated facilities. This sends ex-
actly the wrong message to our young 
people about our priorities. We have to 
do better. 

That is why I am deeply grateful to 
the professionals and parents in the 
Elk Horn-Kimballton Community 
School District. There is no question 
that a quality public education for 
every child is a top priority in that 
community. I salute them, and wish 
them a very successful new school 
year.∑ 

f 

KNOXVILLE COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa 
and across the United States, a new 
school year has begun. As you know, 
Iowa public schools have an excellent 
reputation nationwide, and Iowa stu-
dents’ test scores are among the high-
est in the Nation. 

I would like to take just a few min-
utes today to salute the dedicated 
teachers, administrators, and school 
board members in the Knoxville Com-
munity School District and to report 
on their participation in a unique Fed-
eral partnership to repair and mod-
ernize school facilities. 

This fall marks the 10th year of the 
Iowa Demonstration Construction 
Grant Program. That is its formal 
name, but it is better known among 
educators in Iowa as the program of 
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools. 

Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se-
cure a total of $121 million for the 
State government in Iowa, which se-
lects worthy school districts to receive 
these grants for a range of renovation 
and repair efforts—everything from up-
dating fire safety systems to building 
new schools or renovating existing fa-
cilities. In many cases, this Federal 
funding is used to leverage public and/ 
or private local funding, so it often has 
a tremendous multiplier effect in a 
local school district. 

The Knoxville Community School 
District received several Harkin fire 
safety grants totaling $172,000. The dis-
trict installed fire and smoke alarm 
systems, and upgraded electrical wir-
ing, smoke detection, and warning sys-
tems throughout the district. The Fed-
eral grants have made it possible for 
the district to provide quality and safe 
schools for their students. 

Excellent schools do not just pop up 
like mushrooms after a rain. They are 
the product of vision, leadership, per-
sistence, and a tremendous amount of 
collaboration among local officials and 
concerned citizens. I salute the entire 
staff, administration, and governance 
in the Knoxville Community School 
District. In particular, I would like to 
recognize the leadership of the board of 
education Jeff Wallace, Tim McDonald, 
Dennis Goad, Mike Husted, and Leslie 
Miller, and former board members 
Mike Helle and Scott Chambers. I 
would also like to recognize super-
intendent Randy Flack and director of 
maintenance Jeff Sinnard. 

As we mark the 10th anniversary of 
the Harkin school grant program in 
Iowa, I am obliged to point out that 
many thousands of school buildings 
and facilities across the United States 
are in dire need of renovation or re-
placement. In my State of Iowa alone, 
according to a recent study, some 79 
percent of public schools need to be up-
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is 
that the average age of school build-
ings in the United States is nearly 50 
years. 

Too often, our children visit ultra-
modern shopping malls and gleaming 
sports arenas on weekends but during 
the week go to school in rundown or 
antiquated facilities. This sends ex-
actly the wrong message to our young 
people about our priorities. We have to 
do better. 

That is why I am deeply grateful to 
the professionals and parents in the 
Knoxville Community School District. 
There is no question that a quality 
public education for every child is a 
top priority in that community. I sa-
lute them, and wish them a very suc-
cessful new school year.∑ 
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MASON CITY COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa 
and across the United States, a new 
school year has begun. As you know, 
Iowa public schools have an excellent 
reputation nationwide, and Iowa stu-

dents’ test scores are among the high-
est in the Nation. 

I would like to take just a few min-
utes today to salute the dedicated 
teachers, administrators, and school 
board members in the Mason City Com-
munity School District, and to report 
on their participation in a unique Fed-
eral partnership to repair and mod-
ernize school facilities. 

This fall marks the 10th year of the 
Iowa Demonstration Construction 
Grant Program. That is its formal 
name, but it is better known among 
educators in Iowa as the Harkin grants 
for Iowa public schools. Since 1998, I 
have been fortunate to secure a total of 
$121 million for the State government 
in Iowa, which selects worthy school 
districts to receive these grants for a 
range of renovation and repair efforts— 
everything from updating fire safety 
systems to building new schools or ren-
ovating existing facilities. In many 
cases, this Federal funding is used to 
leverage public and/or private local 
funding, so it often has a tremendous 
multiplier effect in a local school dis-
trict. 

The Mason City Community School 
District received a 2002 Harkin grant 
totaling $522,000 which it used to help 
to renovate science classrooms at 
Mason City High School. The district 
also received four fire safety grants to-
taling $181,262 for safety improvements 
throughout the district. The Federal 
grants have made it possible for the 
district to provide quality and safe 
schools for their students. 

Excellent schools do not just pop up 
like mushrooms after a rain. They are 
the product of vision, leadership, per-
sistence, and a tremendous amount of 
collaboration among local officials and 
concerned citizens. I salute the entire 
staff, administration, and governance 
in the Mason City Community School 
District. In particular, I would like to 
recognize the leadership of the board of 
education—Timothy Becker, Mark 
Young, Gary Hoffman, Michele Apple-
gate, Darshini Jayawardena, Robert 
Thoms and Paula Recinos and former 
board members Jim Spicer, Janet 
Isaacson, Richard Hudson, Dr. Samuel 
Hunt, Jean Marinos and Nancy Gilman. 
I would also like to recognize super-
intendent Dr. Anita Micich, former su-
perintendent Keith Sersland, buildings 
and grounds supervisor Todd Huff, 
former building and grounds supervisor 
Don O’Connor, finance director Ra-
mona Jeffrey, former finance director 
James Scharff, high school principal 
Douglas Kennedy and former high 
school principal Joyce Judas. 

As we mark the 10th anniversary of 
the Harkin school grant program in 
Iowa, I am obliged to point out that 
many thousands of school buildings 
and facilities across the United States 
are in dire need of renovation or re-
placement. In my State of Iowa alone, 
according to a recent study, some 79 
percent of public schools need to be up-
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is 
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